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DAYTON
NEWS RELEASE
UD PHILOSOPHER INVITED TO TEHRAN BY IRANIAN ACADEMY OF THE ARTS,
STORY BEGINS WITH A JAUNT UP A HILLSIDE IN INDIA ON AN ELEPHANT
DAYTON, Ohio -John Quinn, a professor of philosophy at the University of Dayton,
is one of 15 scholars worldwide invited to Tehran by the Iranian Academy of the Arts to offer
reflections on the significance of Sultan Mohammad's miniature paintings from the 16th
century.
Quinn attributes his fascination with Islamic art to a healthy case of wanderlust, a
curiosity about other cultures - and a love of art. He discovered the beauty and power of
miniatures - small, detailed paintings found in Islamic and Indian cultures - in a castle on a
hilltop in India that he reached while perched on the back of an elephant. He immediately
became a collector, and today about 20 paintings from Iran, India and Central Asia adorn the
walls of his horne.
11

I got interested in them primarily because they're so offbeat, and most people don't

know much about them. I thought I'd develop a niche," said Quinn, who teaches courses in
11

Islarnic Philosophy and Culture 11 and 11 Philosophy of Art. 11
11

Traditional miniatures accompany stories. They're moral lessons. Different people

illustrated them throughout the years, and I became fascinated with thern. 11
Quinn will interpret two of Sultan Mohammad's miniatures in a paper he will deliver
May 8 at the opening of the International Congress on Sultan Mohammad in Tehran. The 16thcentury Persian artist created his paintings during the Tirnurid and early Safavid dynasties,
which were considered the golden age for Iranian art. Iranian President Mohammad Hatarni is
expected to attend the opening of the congress.
This is Quinn's second scholarly trip to Tehran. In May 2004, he presented a paper at
the Second World Congress on Mulla Sadra, a 16th-century Persian philosopher. Last
September, he traveled to Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, to deliver a paper on religious tolerance.
He's become so interested in Islamic philosophy and art that he has learned Arabic
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through private tutors and the English Language and Multicultural Institute on campus.
"I think it's important to learn about Islam," said Quinn, a Catholic who first began to
appreciate Islamic philosophy when he taught a course on Thomas Aquinas. "Aquinas
constantly referred to Muslim philosophers. I discovered also that Islamic philosophy is

.

something in its own right when I wrote a paper in 1999 for the First World Congress on Mulla
Sadra."
In the post-Sept. 11 world, college students are turning to courses like the ones offered
by Quinn for a deeper understanding of Islamic culture and thought. Quinn co-teaches
"Islamic Philosophy and Culture" with Mary Frost-Pierson, who has a degree in Middle Eastern
studies and has traveled extensively throughout the Mideast and lived in Saudi Arabia for
four years. Together, they try to promote an appreciation for the rich cultural and
philosophical traditions of ancient and modem Islamic worlds through surveying the
philosophy and aesthetics of music, architecture, painting and literature in the political,
religious, social and artistic contexts. This semester's 30 students include international
studies, philosophy and human rights majors. Three of the students are Muslim.
"There's no course quite like this anywhere else in the country," Quinn said. "There's a
need for it. An abhorrent group of people stole the limelight in the last 20 years or so (with
terrorism). There are also 15 centuries of quite different behavior. I want students to take
away from the course that the world is diverse, and we have to learn to be tolerant. If we can't
be tolerant, we'll destroy each other."
-30For media interviews, contact John Quinn at (937) 229-3013 or
John.Quinn@notes. udayton.edu.

